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Cyphor/Cat A 
PRIORITY TRIPOLI TO FORÉIGN OFFICE 
Tu-no 52 15 January, 1968 


CONF.IDENT 1 ALe 

ADDRESSED TO FO TELNO 53 OF 15 JANUARY RFI PRIOR ITY To 

BENGHAZI 26 ROUTINE TO CHFNE WASHINGTON CAIRO DEIRÉUT RAF EL ADEM 
AND SAVING TO TUNIS ALGIERS RABAT. JEDDA KHARTOUM TEHRAN AMMAN 
AND KUWAIT: 

MUNRO'S LETTER 1010 OF 7, OCTOBER TO DODDS: TR LAL_ OF LIBYAN— 
DETAINEES - 

TRIAL OF THE FINAL BATCH OF NATIONALISTS, CQAYALYIN2 ARRESTED 
DURING OR THROUGH INFORMATION OBTAINED AS A RESULT OF CIVIL 
DISTURBANCES IN LIBYA LAST JUNE OPENED IN THE CRIMINAL COURT 
TODAY BEFORE PRESIDENT OF CIVIL APPEAL COURT CWHO ALSO CONDUCTED 
EARLIER TRIALS5D. IN LINE WITH PRIME MINISTER'S POLICY œ 


KEEPING LIBYAN PUBLIC, BETTER INFORMED OF AFFAIRS. HOLDING œŒ 
TRIALS AND DETAILS OF CHARGES PREFERRED RECEIVED EXTENSIVE 
PUBLICITY ON LISYAN RADIO ON 14 JANUARY AND IN TODAY'S 

PRESS. TRANSLATION OF PRESS STATEMENT 1S BEING POSTED TO BENGHAZ 1 
CBFNE AND F O. MAIN POINTS ARE: 

CAD 106 PERSONS ARE TO BE TRIED WHICLUDING CITIZENS of 12 MIDDLE 
EAST COUNTRIES NOT ALL ARAB CIT 15 RUMOURED THAT LEBANESE EGYPTIAN 
HUWAITIS AND EVEN GREEKS AND IRAMIANS ARE INVOLYVEDDe 


CB) CHARGES INVOLVE: 

1 CSTABLISHMENT IN TRIPOLI BETWEEN 1960 AND 1967 OF POLITICAL 

ORGANISATION UNDER CONTROL OF A POL ITICAL HEADQUARTERS 1H 

BEIRUT: 

2 DESSIMINATION © SUBVERARIYE PDENS HONG STUIDENTS TEACHERS AND 

VORKERS HOLDING SIMINARS FOI HG CELLS AID REMITTING SUB- “4 

SCRIPTIONS T0 TUE OSERSE 2" Hit ADQUARTERSe ’ 

3 HAVING IN SOME CASES RECEIVEL SUNYERSIYE ANL AS MAUR ou LE 

ASBROAD AND POSSES SIN ESP JRINES MITH WI F9 EXPLOIT THE 
see. 

ICIRCUNSTANCES THRQUGII Wiilcti LE ARAD NATION WAS l'ASSING LAST 

hs. ANGITING 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


. TRIPOLI TELEGRAM NO, 55 To FOREIGN OFFIC EF, 
4 INCITING DEMONSTRATIONS AND STRIKES AND SPREADING CONFUSION 
. AMONG WORKERS AND CITIZENS IN DEFIANCE OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY. 


2e THE INTERROGATIONS WHICH TIE SECURITY. AUTHOR ITIES HAVE BEEN 
CONDUCTING SINCE THE ARRESTS OF THE RINGLEADERS OF LAST JUNE'S 
DÉMONSTRATIONS HAVE WE UNDERSTAND THROWN CONSIDERABLE LIGHT 


ON THE EXTENSIVE ORGANISATION WHICH THE ARAB NATIONALIST 
MOVEMENT ENCOURAGED BY THE UAR HAD SET UP. THROUGHOUT LIBYA 
IN RECENT YEARS. IT 1S THIS ORGANISATION AND ITS MEMBERS 

| THAT THE PRESENT SERIES OF. TRIALS 15 INTENDED TO CHECK. THE 


LIBYANS UNDER TRIAL INCLUDE YOUNG MEN WHO PRIOR TO THEIR ARREST 
LAST SUMMER WERE AMONG THE MOST PROMIS ING LISYAN EMPLOYEES OF 
THE LARGE OIL COMPANIES: WE KNOW THAT ONE JUNIOR MEMBER OF 
fre HUNTASSER FAMILY 1S INVOLVED WHO RECEIVED HIGHER EDUCATION 
IN THE US AT OIL Æompanr's EXPENSE. SEVERAL ACCUSED ARE SAID 
TO BE GRADUATES OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN BEIRUT WHERE THEY 
FIRST MADE CONTACT WITH THE QUAMIYIN. ORGANISATION. A SIGNIF ICANT 
. DEPARTURE FRON PRECEDENT 15 THE HOLDING OF THE TRIALS IN PUBLIC 
IN A SPECIAL COURT SET UP IN A BLOCK OF FLATS WHICH ALSO HOUSES 
. PART OF THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE. WHEN THE ACCUSED KERE TAKEN 
TO THE CO URT UNDER STRONG POLICE GUARD THIS HORNING THEY WERE 
. UNREPENTEDLY SINGING NATIONALIST SONGS. 
3< JUDGING BY THE COMPARABLE TRIALS 0 BA'ATHISTS IN 1961, 
. THE PRESENT SERIES MAY TAKE SEYERAL DAYS TO "COMPIETE. 
SOME PEOPLE SEEM TO BE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT IT 15 THE 
BA'TH WHO ARE AGAIN ON TRIAL RATHER THAM A HOYEMENT LINKED WITH 
THE UAR BUT THE PROCEEDINGS SIIOULD MAKE THE DISTINCTION CLEARe 
IH A TALK WITH ME ON 11 JANUARY NE PRIME MINISTER SAÏD 
THAT ALTHOUGH THE BA!TH HAN TIFIR SUPPORTERS IN LISYA THEY 
VERE NORGQAN TEE: AND IMDFR CONTROL. BAKGUEL EXPRES SED HOPE 


ne ere] DT pAKKUS# - THAT Le 
os 12 CONFIDENTTAL 


CE 


alles y 5618 4 5oale 


1 2 PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 
Reference: FCO29)7€ GOa206G 


1 2 x 4 s 6 
I LU | | I 1 Reproduction may infringe copyright 


CONFIDENTIAIL, 


TRIPOLI TELEGRAM NO.53 TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
3 


THAT IF PRESENT TRJALS OF NATIONALISTS MENT WELL THIS WOULD 
GALM nvERYONE DOUN: ME DIO NOT WANT TO SUPPREOS THE BATH 
JOR OTHER MOVEMENTS BUT TO WIN THEM OVER. CONSEQUENTLY 1 DO 
NOT EXPECT UNUSUALLY SEVERE SENTENCES TO RESULT FROM PRESENT 
TRIALS. 
4. AS YET PUBLIC OPINION SEEMS LITTLE STIRRED 8Y THE TRIALS 
AND BY GIVING THEM GOOD PUBLICITY THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE 
NO TROUBLE IN KEEPING TEMPERATURE DOWN. IT 15 ENCOURAGING TO 
SEE LIBYAN GOVT AT LAST STANDING UP FOR ITSELF OPENLY IN 
: FACE OF OUTSIDE SUBVERSION AND HITTING BACK THROUGH PUBLICITY 
© MEDIA. IN THIS CONNECTION THE PROMPT CARRYING ON THIS HORNING" 
. BC GENERAL OVERSEAS NEWS OF LIBYAN RADIO'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
LOF THE TRIALS CAS MOn1TORgel IN CYPRUS> VILL NO DOUBT BE 


VELCOME TO. BAKKUSH, AND HELP, BBc'S IMAGE HERE. " 
tm mer crée orasemesli remettent ee 


FOREIGN OFFICE PLEASE PASS PRIORITY BENGHAZI 26 ROUTINE « 
WASHINGTON 7, CAIRO 3, BEIRUT 1 M.O.D. FOR SERVICE ADDRESSEES AND SAVING 
TO TUNIS 2, ALGIERS 1, AMMAN 1, JEDDA 1, KHARTOUM 1, KUWAIT 1, RABAT 1 


AND TEHRAN 1. 


. 
, 


. 


MR. . SARELL., 
[REPEATED AS REQUESTED)] 


[SENT TO D.C.C.] 


DEPARTYENT'AL DISTRIBUTION 
F.0, N.E.A.D. 
EASTERN DEPT, 
ARABIAN DEPT, 
NEWS DEPT. 
J.1.P,G.D. 
J.1.R.D. 
M.E.W. & U.N.D, 


CONFIDENTIA, 


00V 


2 PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 
Reference: Fcoz9l>S GoOa0G 


Reproductios may iafringe copyright 


vi 17ES No.12 
26 JAN 168 


In our telegran No,53 of 15 January we reportod the opening on 15 January of 
the trial of 106 suspects acoused of having beon members of an illegal political 
organisation ained at onrrying out acts of subversion in Libya, 


2+ The trials have oontinued throughout the past week. So far the court has honrd 
the cases for the prosectlion against 56 of those acoused. At this rate, and with 
the defence still to present their cases on behalf of the aooused, it can be expected 
to continue for at least another week. Thereafter it moulé presusably be adjourned 
during the State Vioit of the President of Turkey (from 27 January to 2 February). It 
bas not been ensy to obtain clear detail of the proceedings. Although the trial 18 
public the police are taking partioulars of sil those who seek sänission and it is 
runoured that one woulé-be spectator "ss marched triuaphantly by the police straignt 
into the dock. Consequently there has not been auch public ongerness to attend. The 
press continue to give à summary of the proceedings day by day, and have also 
published photographes of cigarette cartons claimed to have been discovered filled with 
explosives in the village of Suq al Jusa', just east of Tripoli and adjacent to 
Whoolus. All this publioity has provoked a protest by the defence who have argued, 

- unavailingly, that it is contrary to Libys's interests to sdvertise the trial to the 
rorlà at large. 


3. Generally speaking the publio are taking the trial calaly and with little sign 
of resentæent or evan of interest, The press moreover neoez to have been well and 
truly brought to heel in their reporting, and Al Raid, which during last eusner, was 
the most outspokenly nationalist of the Tripoli papers, has even come out with «a 
tit-bit to the effect that among the muserous non-Libyans under trial (in absuntia) 
are a former Minister in another Arab country, the owner of a newspaper ina, 
neighbouring Arab country, five Palestinians, two Egyptians, a Jordanian, Iéagi and 
Kuwaiti,  Wo have 50 far been unable to identify these figures. 


4+  Soveral of Tripoli's most prosinent young lawyers, come of knowm nationalist 
politionl inolinations are leading the defence. As yet however they appear to have 
had little opportunity" to get into their stride and have oonfined thenselvres to 
making allegations (probably juetifiod) of maltroatsent of their clients in the hands 
of the police, 


1 an sending copies of this letter to Roger Tozkys in Benghazi, the Chanceries 
Washington, Cairo, Tunis and Beirut, to Squadron Leader Watson at RAF El Adem and 
to HQ BFNE, 


The Hon. M.5, Buckaaster, 
N.E.A.D., 
Foreign Office, 
s.n,1, 
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‘The Enbassy submits as enclosures 1) a summary of charges 
verdicts pronounced at Tripoli Court on! or 
each of the 106 persons accused of activities related to their” 
membership in the Arab Nationalist Movement in Libya; and 2) a 
translation of the nine coun tment at the trial. Both 

V documents were published in/fripoli Arabic language press. 


1 


an Arab (the UAR) Exbasey in June 1967 and planning sabotage operations 
against army and installations; and receiving arms and° 
sabotage training at the UAR intelligence installation at Inchas, 
Egypt in 1965 and 1966. 


In the heaviest sentences, twelve defendants were given six-year Jail 
* sentences and LE:500 fines (LE 1,000 = .$2,80). These’ included the 
Beirut-based ANM High Command: Muhsin Ibrahim, George Habbash, Hani 
sl-Hindi and three other non-Libyans accused of supervising Libyan ANM 
activity for the regional movement. In addition, six policy-making 
leaders of the Libyan regional ANM Command received six-year sentences, 
As noted in Enclosure No, 2, four of these. Libyans were high-ranking 
Libyan employees of American o11 companies in Libya (Esso, Mobil, Oasis 
and Amoseas), one was a lawyer in Benghazi and the sixth was allegedly 
in regular contact with the UAR Esbassy. At loast three of the six 
Libyan AXMileaders attended university in the UAR, All 12 defendants 
were apparently sentenced under Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 206 of 
the Libyan Penal Code cited in the verdict which levies a five to ten 
Year sentence and a LE 100 - 1000 fine on anyone organizing an "illegal 
terrorist organization which aims at causing the dominance of one class 
over another, destroyäng a social class or changing the political, social, 
economic or basic systems of the country", 


| Seven persons, all of whom were leaders in sabotage training and planned : 
“'apratlon y Vére Evo europe sontanstn and LL 300 fines, most probably 
under Code icles 5, 100, 77 and 76 mentioned in the verdicts 
which deal with acts performed in connection with intent to commit crimes, 
Twenty-two defendants received three-year sentences and LL 200 fines, 
This category consisted mainly of Libyan activists who the indictment 
charged went to Egypt to receive sabotage training, took part in the 
general strike of July 1967 as members of the Petroleum Workers! Union, 
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